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they are to elect. They go into the cathedral, chant
and pray, and beseech the Holy Ghost to assist them
in their choice; and, after these invocations, invari-
ably find that the dictates of the Holy Ghost agree
with the recommendations of the Queen.

But you must pay for conformity. All goes well
as long as you run with conformists. But you, who
are honest men in other particulars, know that there
is alive somewhere a man whose honesty reaches to
this point also, that he shall not kneel to false gods,
and, on the day when you meet him, you sink into
the class of counterfeits. Besides, this succumbing
has grave penalties. If you take in a lie, you must
take in all that belongs to it. England accepts this
ornamented national church, and it glazes the eyes,
bloats the flesh, gives the voice a stertorous clang, and
clouds the understanding of the receivers.

The English church, undermined by German
criticism, had nothing left but tradition, and was led
logically back to Romanism. But that was an element
which only hot heads could breathe: in view of the
educated class, generally, it was not a fact to front
the sun; and the alienation of such men from the
church became complete.

Nature, to be sure, had her remedy. Religious
persons are driven out of the Established Church into
sects, which instantly rise to credit, and hold the
Establishment in check, Nature has sharper remedies
also. The English, abhorring change in all things,
abhorring it most in matters of religion, cling to the
last rag of form, and are dreadfully given to cant